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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office Action, and apply to this and any subsequent Office Actions. 

Priority 

1. Applicants claim of priority as a CIP of application 09/160401 filed 9/26/98 and as a CIP 
09/1 13869 filed 7/10/98 and as a CIP of 08/687704 filed 7/26/96 and 08666737 filed 5/17/96 and 
09/655008 filed 09/05/2000. 

Drawings 

2. Applicants drawings filed 1 1/27/02 are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 25 and 27-29 and 36-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Stevens et al. '273 (5460273) in view of Miller et al.(5 147169). Stevens et al. 

'273 discloses the major elements including: 

serially feeding envelopes from an input bin (c5 L 1-2) 
opening an envelope along at least one edge (c9 L 35-55) 

presenting contents of the envelope for removal at an extraction station (clO L 12-48) 

holding the envelope at the extraction station while contents are removed from the 
envelope feeding the contents to an imager and scanning the contents (c21 L 13-17) 
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removing the envelope from the extraction station after removal of the envelope contents 
(c 15 L 1-19; clOL 12-48) 

storing image data on a non- volatile storage medium (cl2 L 40-65) 

the envelope is pulled apart to expose the contents (clO L 12-48) 

verifying that all of the contents of the envelope have been removed (clO L 12-48) 

holding an envelope at a verifier while a subsequent envelope is held at the extraction 
station (c 13 L 1-31, system precludes passage of documents while retained document is 
in envelope as seen by gating of conveyors) 

scanning contents to obtain magnetic image data and optical image data of selected 
documents (c29 L 1-40) 

analysis of the magnetic indicia and optical image data is corroborated to verify accuracy 
of the document (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

magnetic indicia is read to locate and read magnetic indicia and optical image data (c21 
L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

determining transaction type and correlating image data with the transaction type (c 22 L 
7-40) 

the opening step is performed by cutting along at least one edge (c9 L 34-55) 

content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport for 
conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 

the content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport 
for conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 

documents are singulated to serially convey the documents through an imager (cl6 L 1- 
10) 

examining the removed contents to determine information regarding the contents and 
controlling the manner in which the contents are fed to the imager in response to the 
determined information (c 22 L 7-40) 

the documents are sorted responsive to the determined information (c29 L 65- 
c30 L 40) 

imager comprised multiple chutes in which documents are feed according to 
document type (c 22 L 7-40) 

the removed documents are examined to determine information and auditory 
signals are provided to determine information & control processing of the contents (c21 L 
14-59) 

magnetically scanning at least one document to read magnetic indicia (c 22 L 7-40) 
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analyzing optical image data for at least one document to locate and read 
magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

results of magnetically scanning and optically scanning documents are used to 
compare and locate magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40); 

(Re: cl 24,80) pulling one side of the envelope away while holding the other stationary to 
expose and remove the contents (clO L 12-48; fig 7) 

(Re: cl 27,32,61) non-volatile storage medium for receiving and storing image data (cl2 
L 40-65) 

(Re: cl 28,33,62) optical imaging device for obtaining document image (c29 L 1-40) 
(Re: cl 29,34) magnetic imaging device; transport controller automatically advances 
envelope away from extractor after content removal (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 37) storing image on non volatile memory (cl2 L 40-65) 

(Re: cl 38) determining whether transaction is extracted and controlling envelope 

advance premised upon that determination (c 13 L 1-31) 

(Re: cl 39) scanning for optical image (c29 L 1-40) 

(Re: cl 40) scanning for magnetic image (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 41) magnetic and optical scanning of image and verifying accuracy of image (c21 

L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 42) feeding document to an input nip (clO L 12-48; fig 7). 

Stevens et al. '273 further teaches the modularity and interchangablility of the component 
subsystems, particularly of the extracter (c5 L 1-5). 

Miller et al. discloses a semi-automated document processing system in which the 
automated the document is manually removed by an operator from a cut envelope (c7 L 46-53;cl 
L 36-39). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Stevens et al. '273 to omit the 
automated document extractor and remove the document from the envelope because removal 
saves the capital cost associated with the automated extractor and provides a reliable approach to 
document removal verification and manual operation of steps helps in repair, upgrade, and 
trouble shooting as taught by Miller et al. and thereby come up with the instant claimed 
invention. 
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5. Claims 17-25 and 27-30 and 32-43 and 59-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stevens et al. '273 in view of Robertson et al. 6230471 . Stevens et al. 
'273 discloses the major elements including: 

serially feeding envelopes from an input bin (c5 L 1-2) 
opening an envelope along at least one edge (c9 L 35-55) 

presenting contents of the envelope for removal at an extraction station (clO L 12-48) 

holding the envelope at the extraction station while contents are removed from the 
envelope, feeding the contents to an imager and scanning the contents (c21 L 13-17) 

removing the envelope from the extraction station after removal of the envelope contents 
(c 15 L 1-19; clOL 12-48) 

storing image data on a non-volatile storage medium (cl2 L 40-65) 

the envelope is pulled apart to expose the contents (clO L 12-48) 

verifying that all of the contents of the envelope have been removed (clO L 12-48) 

holding an envelope at a verifier while a subsequent envelope is held at the extraction 
station (c 13 L 1-31, system precludes passage of documents while retained document is 
in envelope as seen by gating of conveyors) 

scanning contents to obtain magnetic image data and optical image data of selected 
documents (c29 L 1-40) 

analysis of the magnetic indicia and optical image data is corroborated to verify accuracy 
of the document (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

magnetic indicia is read to locate and read magnetic indicia and optical image data (c21 
L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

determining transaction type and correlating image data with the transaction type (c 22 L 
7-40) 

the opening step is performed by cutting along at least one edge (c9 L 34-55) 

content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport for 
conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 

the content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport 
for conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 

documents are singulated to serially convey the documents through an imager (cl6 L 1- 
10) 
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examining the removed contents to determine information regarding the contents and 
controlling the manner in which the contents are fed to the imager in response to the 
determined information (c 22 L 7-40) 

the documents are sorted responsive to the determined information (c29 L 65- 
c30 L 40) 

imager comprised multiple chutes in which documents are feed according to 
document type (c 22 L 7-40) 

the removed documents are examined to determine information and auditory 
signals are provided to determine information & control processing of the contents (c21 L 
14-59) 

magnetically scanning at least one document to read magnetic indicia (c 22 L 7-40) 

analyzing optical image data for at least one document to locate and read 
magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

results of magnetically scanning and optically scanning documents are used to 
compare and locate magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40); 

(Re: cl 71 ) wherein the system controller is operable to control the 
transport to automatically advance the envelope away from the extractor after the 
content is removed from the envelope (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 24) pulling one side of the envelope away while holding the other stationary to 
expose and remove the contents (clO L 12-48; fig 7) 

(Re: cl 27,32) non-volatile storage medium for receiving and storing image data (cl2 L 
40-65) 

(Re: cl 28,33) optical imaging device for obtaining document image (c29 L 1-40) 
(Re: cl 29,34) magnetic imaging device; transport controller automatically advances 
envelope away from extractor after content removal (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 37) storing image on non volatile memory (cl2 L 40-65) 

(Re: cl 38) determining whether transaction is extracted and controlling envelope 

advance premised upon that determination (c 13 L 1-31) 

(Re: cl 39) scanning for optical image (c29 L 1-40) 

(Re: cl 40) scanning for magnetic image (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 41) magnetic and optical scanning of image and verifying accuracy of image (c21 

L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 42) feeding document to an input nip (clO L 12-48; fig 7) 
(Re: cl 71 ) wherein the system controller is operable to control the transport to 
automatically advance the envelope away from the extractor after the content is 
removed from the envelope (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40). 

Stevens et al. '273 further teaches the modularity and interchangablility of the component 
subsystems, particularly of the extracter (c5 L 1-5). 
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Robertson et al. discloses a semi-automated document processing system in which the 
automated the document is manually removed by an operator from a cut envelope (90/120; c3 L 
1-24) 

wherein the extractor comprises a pair of opposing arm configured to pull open the 
envelopes to present the contents to the operator (192 fig 1 1; cl 1 L 62-67) 
(re: cl 17) dropping the removed document toward a transport (c3 Ll-12) 

(Re: cl 30, 73) a second transport configured to receive documents manually fed 
to the second transport and transport the documents to the imaging device ( c9 L 50-62) 

(Re: cl 60,67) a transport configured to receive an extracted document that is 
dropped toward the transport and convey the document toward the imaging device. ( c3 
Ll-12) 

(Re: cl 82) the input of the imaging device is configured to receive a document 
dropped toward the image transport^ c3 Ll-12) 

(Re: cl 81 ) manually feeding the transaction to an imaging station comprises 
dropping the removed document toward a transport (c3 Ll-12) 

(Re: cl 82) the input of the imaging device is configured to receive a document 
dropped toward the image transport (c3 Ll-12) 

(Re: cl 83) the image transport is configured to receive a document dropped 
toward the image transport (c3 Ll-12) 
(Re: Cl 65) the system controller is operable to control the transport to retain the envelope at a pre- 
defined position until the system controller receives a signal from the sensor indicative of the document 
being removed from the envelope (c13 L 30-48). 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Stevens et al. '273 to 
use a sensor to monitor the extracting to verify a document is forthcoming at the 
transport and to verify a document has not got stuck in the envelope and schedule 
document processing intervals as taught drop the extracted content to toward a 
imaging device transport to use gravity to direct the content to scan and image the 
content for archiving copies valuable contents and to transmit such content 
electronically to transactional sources such as laboratories or banks or courts and 
come up with the invention. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for 
Stevens et al. '273 to use a second transport to reduce the time the operator must wait 
or the next envelope to be advanced to the extractor after the contents in an envelope 
are extracted as taught by Robertson et al. and come up with the invention. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Stevens et al. '273 to omit the 
automated document extractor and remove the document from the envelope because removal 
saves the capital cost associated with the automated extractor and provides a reliable approach to 
document removal verification and manual operation of steps helps in repair, upgrade, and 
trouble shooting as taught by Robertson et al. . It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention for Stevens et al. '273 to spread the sides of the envelope during content extraction to 
spread the envelope sides to permit a person to grasp the documents by placing a hand inside the 
envelope as taught by Robertson et al. . 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Stevens et al. '273 to drop the 
extracted content to toward a imaging device transport to use gravity to direct the content to scan 
and image the content for archiving copies valuable contents and to transmit such content 
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electronically to transactional sources such as laboratories or banks or courts and come up with 
the invention. 

6. Claims 25 and 27-29 and 36-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stevens et al. '273 in view of DeWitt et al. 5052168. Stevens et al. '273 
discloses the major elements including: 

serially feeding envelopes from an input bin (c5 L 1-2) 
opening an envelope along at least one edge (c9 L 35-55) 

presenting contents of the envelope for removal at an extraction station (clO L 12-48) 

holding the envelope at the extraction station while contents are removed from the 
envelope, feeding the contents to an imager and scanning the contents (c21 L 13-17) 

removing the envelope from the extraction station after removal of the envelope contents 
(c 15 L 1-19; clOL 12-48) 

storing image data on a non- volatile storage medium (cl2 L 40-65) 

the envelope is pulled apart to expose the contents (clO L 12-48) 

verifying that all of the contents of the envelope have been removed (clO L 12-48) 

holding an envelope at a verifier while a subsequent envelope is held at the extraction 
station (c 13 L 1-3 1, system precludes passage of documents while retained document is 
in envelope as seen by gating of conveyors) 

scanning contents to obtain magnetic image data and optical image data of selected 
documents (c29 L 1-40) 

analysis of the magnetic indicia and optical image data is corroborated to verify accuracy 
of the document (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

magnetic indicia is read to locate and read magnetic indicia and optical image data (c21 
L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

determining transaction type and correlating image data with the transaction type (c 22 L 
7-40) 

the opening step is performed by cutting along at least one edge (c9 L 34-55) 

content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport for 
conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 

the content comprises one or more documents and the apparatus comprises an image transport 
for conveying extracted content to the imaging device, and the image transport comprises an 
input configured to receive a document manually fed to the input (c16 L 1-10) 
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documents are singulated to serially convey the documents through an imager (cl6 L 1- 
10) 

examining the removed contents to determine information regarding the contents and 
controlling the manner in which the contents are fed to the imager in response to the 
determined information (c 22 L 7-40) 

the documents are sorted responsive to the determined information (c29 L 65- 
c30 L 40) 

imager comprised multiple chutes in which documents are feed according to 
document type (c 22 L 7-40) 

the removed documents are examined to determine information and auditory 
signals are provided to determine information & control processing of the contents (c21 L 
14-59) 

magnetically scanning at least one document to read magnetic indicia (c 22 L 7-40) 

analyzing optical image data for at least one document to locate and read 
magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40) 

results of magnetically scanning and optically scanning documents are used to 
compare and locate magnetic indicia (c21 L 14-59; c 22 L 22-40); 

(Re: cl 24) pulling one side of the envelope away while holding the other stationary to 
expose and remove the contents (clO L 12-48; fig 7) 

(Re: cl 27,32) non-volatile storage medium for receiving and storing image data (cl2 L 
40-65) 

(Re: cl 28,33) optical imaging device for obtaining document image (c29 L 1-40) 
(Re: cl 29,34) magnetic imaging device; transport controller automatically advances 
envelope away from extractor after content removal (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 37) storing image on non volatile memory (cl2 L 40-65) 

(Re: cl 38) determining whether transaction is extracted and controlling envelope 

advance premised upon that determination (cl3 L 1-31) 

(Re: cl 39) scanning for optical image (c29 L 1-40) 

(Re: cl 40) scanning for magnetic image (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 41) magnetic and optical scanning of image and verifying accuracy of image (c21 

L 14-59; c22 L 22-40) 

(Re: cl 42) feeding document to an input nip (clO L 12-48; fig 7) 
(Re: cl 71 ) wherein the system controller is operable to control the transport to 
automatically advance the envelope away from the extractor after the content is 
removed from the envelope (c21 L 14-59; c22 L 22-40). 



Stevens et al. '273 further teaches the modularity and interchangablility of the component 
subsystems, particularly of the extracter (c5 L 1-5). 
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DeWitt et al. discloses a semi-automated document processing system in which the 
automated the document is manually removed by an operator from a cut envelope (cl L 19-21); 
(Re: cl 26,3 1) wherein the extractor comprises a pair of opposing arm configured to pull open 
the envelopes to present the contents to the operator (4 fig 5 ; c3 L 40-46). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for for Stevens et al. '273 to omit 
the automated document extractor and remove the document from the envelope because removal 
saves the capital cost associated with the automated extractor and provides a reliable approach to 
document removal verification and manual operation of steps helps in repair, upgrade, and 
trouble shooting as taught by Miller et al. . It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention for Stevens et al. '273 to spread the sides of the envelope during content extraction to 
spread the envelope sides to permit a person to grasp the documents by placing a hand inside the 
envelope as taught by DeWitt et al.. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's amendment was effective in overcoming the rejections to claims 17- 
24 evidenced by Stevens '273 in view of Miller et al. and Stevens '273 in view of DeWitt et al. 
Applicant's amendment and arguments were not persuasive in overcoming the prior art 
evidenced by Stevens '273 in view of Robertson et al.. 

Applicant's arguments were not persuasive in overcoming the prior art rejections 
evidenced by Stevens '273 in view of Miller et al. to claims 25 and 27-29 and 36-43 nor was it 
persuasive in overcoming the rejections evidenced by Stevens '273 in view of De Witt et al. to 
claims 25 and 27-29 and 36-43. De-automating is a step back in the technology. Regressing by 
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not automating is not an advancement in the art. Removing the automation is a broadening of 
the claim scope over the prior art. 

It would also be necessary to manually extract the contents of envelopes during 
debugging, troubleshooting or prototyping of the system when the extractor could be the source 
of a systems interface problem. Patents are granted premised upon what the disclosure brings to 
the technology, not what regression an applicant can omit. Such troubleshooting techniques are 
the teachings of Stevens '273 are readily combinable with the teachings of Miller et al. The 
assertion that a supplemental feeder is required for omission of an automated extractor is not 
reflective of what is omitted structure from the claims. 

Applicant appears to be confusing the combining of the marketed product with the 
disclosure. The teachings of the disclosure is not limited to the product enabled by the preferred 
embodiment enabled by the disclosure. 

The instant application is a CIP of its parent application which is in turn a CIP or its 
grandparent case which in turn is a CIP of its great-grandparent case which in turn is a CIP of its 
great-great-grandparent case. 

Robertson et al. was filed prior to the instant application and the parent and grandparent 
cases of this case. Any claimed subject matter introduced in the parent and grandparent case is 
junior to the Robertson et al. reference. Accordingly, as the material claimed from which 
Robertson et al. was applied relates to matter added to applicant's application chain after the 
1996 filing of the great grandparent case 08/687704 and before the filing of 09/160401 on 
9/26/98 and 09/1 13869 on, Robertson et al. is valid prior art. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exmr. Michael E. Butler whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7097. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
M. E. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3653 
/John Q. Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



